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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EINV, TH, EIND 

SUBJECT: GENERAL MOTORS TERMINATING THAI OPERATIONS 

1 . GENERAL MOTORS THAILAND MANAGING DIRECTOR CONFIDES 
COMPANY WILL MAKE A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF TERMINATION 
OP OPERATIONS IN THAILAND AUGUST 30. COMPANY WORKERS 
WILL BE NOTIFIED SAME DAY. HE ATTRIBUTES DECISION TO 
VARIETY OF FACTORS INCLUDING POOR SALES AND CUSTOMS 
HARASSMENT. EXPRESSED HOPE DEPARTURE COULD BE MADE 
QUIETLY. 

2. CLOSING OF GENERAL MOTORS, AS WAS THE CASE WITH THE 
DEPARTURE OF FORD LAST YEAR, REFLECTS THE INABILITY OF 
THESE AMERICAN COMPANIES TO COMPETE WITH JAPANESE AND 
EUROPEAN FIRMS WHO EVIDENTLY HAVE OPERATED MORE EFFECIENTLY. 
PRODUCED LINES OF CARS WITH MORE APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC AND 
HAVE BEEN MORE ADEPT IN DEALING WITH THAI BUREAUCRACY. 

IN ANY CASE, DEPARTURE OF GENERAL MOTORS WILL ONCE AGAIN 
DARKEN INVESTMENT PICTURE. 
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